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NAČRTOVANJE IN DRUŽBENE SPREMEMBE PO
DRUGI SVETOVNI VOJNI

PLANNING AND SOCIAL CHANGES AFTER THE
SECOND WORLD WAR



Retrofest: dnevi sodobne zgodovine je nastal v soorganizaciji Oddelka za zgodovino
Filozofske fakultete Univerze v Ljubljani, njegovega Središča za javno zgodovino in
raziskovalnega programa Slovenska zgodovina (P6-0235, financira ARIS), bilateralnega projekta  
Mednarodna solidarnost: Jugoslavija kot prejemnica in donatorka strateške in humanitarne
pomoči med letoma 1941 in 1990 (BI-ME/25-27-018, financira ARIS), Združenja Retrospektive, s
sofinanciranjem sklada ISF Filozofske fakultete Univerze v Ljubljani v okviru institucionalnega
stebra financiranja. Dodatno je izvedbo omogočila izdatna podpora Mestne občine Ljubljana in
Zgodovinskega arhiva Ljubljana. Medijsko je festival podprl portal zgodovina.si. 

Organizacijski odbor Retrofest 2025 in uredništvo programske knjižice: Kornelija Ajlec,
Bojan Balkovec, Božidar  Flajšman, Darja Kerec, Peter Mikša, Božo Repe, Žiga Smolič.

Retrofest: Dnevi sodobne zgodovine. Programska knjižica.

Založilo: Združenje Retrospektive, https://retrospektive-journal.si/.
Slovenska cesta 9b, SI-1000 Ljubljana
Tisk: Podoba, d. o. o.
Naklada: 100 izvodov

Ljubljana, 2025

Lektura: Aleksandra Repe



RETROFEST 2025
NAČRTOVANJE IN DRUŽBENE SPREMEMBE PO DRUGI SVETOVNI VOJNI

Leto 1945 ne pomeni le konca druge svetovne vojne, temveč tudi začetek velikega eksperimenta,
kako iz porušenega sveta zgraditi nove temelje miru, napredka in pravičnejše družbe. Povojna
leta so bila čas upanja in strahu, idealizma in pragmatizma. Medtem ko so mesta ležala v
ruševinah, so države, skupnosti in posamezniki iskali načine, kako ponovno osmisliti življenje in
kako preprečiti, da bi svet znova zdrsnil v krvav globalni konflikt.
V materialnem smislu je bila druga svetovna vojna totalna vojna, a še bolj je pretresla dotlej
zakoreninjene vrednote. Zato je bila obnova veliko več kot zgolj izgradnja cest in tovarn; pomenila
je proces ponovne vzpostavitve družbenih vezi, moralnih načel in političnih ureditev. Na Zahodu
so novi modeli socialne države obljubljali varnost in blaginjo, na Vzhodu pa je socialistična
modernizacija napovedovala enakost in napredek. Kljub ideološkim razlikam je povojni čas svet
povezal v skupni viziji, da bi iz kaosa vzpostavili dolgoročen red.
Načrtovanje je postalo vodilo časa. Načrtovala so se mesta, gospodarstva in družbe, načrtovala
se je prihodnost. V modernizmu se je zrcalila vera v moč razuma in znanosti, a tudi slepota pred
njunimi omejitvami in slabostmi. Vsak sistem, socialističen in kapitalističen, je želel ustvariti svoj
“novi svet”. Humanitarne akcije, pomoč novonastalih mednarodnih organizacij in novi meddržavni
in bilateralni dogovori so utrjevali občutek globalne povezanosti, ki je kljub napetostim in številnim
neuspehom preživela desetletja.
Retrofest 2025 odpira prostor za premislek o teh procesih; o tem, kaj pomeni načrtovati
prihodnost po katastrofi in kako so vizije, oblikovane med vojno in neposredno po njej,
preoblikovale družbe, v katerih še danes živimo.

RETROFEST 2025
PLANNING AND SOCIAL CHANGES AFTER THE SECOND WORLD WAR

The year 1945 marks not only the end of the Second World War but also the beginning of a great
experiment, an attempt to build new foundations of peace, progress, and a fairer society from the
ruins of a shattered world. The postwar years were a time of both hope and fear, of idealism and
pragmatism. While cities lay in ruins, nations, communities, and individuals sought ways to give
meaning to life once again and to prevent the world from sliding back into another bloody global
conflict.
In material terms, the Second World War was a total war, but it also profoundly shook the moral
and social values that before it had seemed firmly rooted. Reconstruction, therefore, was much
more than the rebuilding of roads and factories; it was a process of re-establishing social bonds,
moral principles, and political systems. In the West, new models of the welfare state promised
security and prosperity, while in the East, socialist modernization heralded equality and progress.
Despite deep ideological divisions, the postwar era united the world in a shared vision to create
lasting order out of chaos.
Planning became the guiding principle of the age. Cities, economies, and societies were planned,  
as was the future itself. Modernism reflected faith in the power of reason and science, but also
blindness to their limits and flaws. Every system, socialist or capitalist, sought to build its own
“new world.” Humanitarian efforts, the aid of newly established international organizations, and
emerging intergovernmental and bilateral agreements fostered a sense of global connectedness
that, despite tensions and numerous failures, endured for decades.
Retrofest 2025 opens a space for reflection on these processes; on what it means to plan a future
after catastrophe, and how the visions shaped during and immediately after the war transformed
the societies in which we continue to live today.



PROGRAM

PONEDELJEK / MONDAY, 3. november 2025 
Zgodovinski arhiv Ljubljana / Historical Archives Ljubljana

15:30 
Registracija aktivnih udeležencev  / Registration of Active Participants

16.00 
Odprtje festivala Retrofest / Opening of Retrofest Festival
Pozdravni nagovor / Welcome Address: Irena Samide, prodekanja Filozofske fakultete
Univerze v Ljubljani / Vice-Dean of the Faculty of Arts, University of Ljubljana in / and
Zdenka Semlič Rajh, Direktorica Zgodovinskega arhiva Ljubljana / Director of the
Historical Archives of Ljubljana

Povezovalec / Moderator: Matija Terglav

16:30
Vabljeno predavanje: Obnova po drugi svetovni vojni: resničnost ali mit?
Keynote speech: Rebuilding after World War II: Reality or Myth?

Govorec / Speaker: Keith Lowe 
Moderator / Moderator: Ali Žerdin

18:00
Sprejem / Reception



PROGRAM

TOREK / TUESDAY, 4. november 2025 
Zgodovinski arhiv Ljubljana / Historical Archives Ljubljana

9:30 
Registracija aktivnih udeležencev  / Registration of Active Participants

Jutranja kava / Morning Coffee

10.00 
Uvodno predavanje / Introductory talk:
Oblikovanje prihodnosti: povojne spremembe in teža preteklosti
Designing the Future: Postwar Changes and the Weight of the Past

Govorka / Speaker: Kornelija Ajlec
Moderator / Moderator: Božo Repe

10:30
Odmor za kavo / Coffee Break

11:00
Panel 1:
Humanitarnost po drugi svetovni vojni
Humanitarianism after World War II

Govorci / Speakers: Bahtije Gerbeshi, Christian Promitzer, Darja Kerec
Moderator / Moderator: Irena Selišnik

13:00
Kosilo / Lunch break

14:30
Voden ogled razstave 1495 dni: Ljubljana med 2. svetovno vojno (za aktivne udeležence)
Guided tour of the exhibition 1495 Days: Ljubljana During the Second World War (for
active participants)

17:30
Večerja / Dinner



PROGRAM

SREDA / WEDNESDAY, 5. november 2025 
Zgodovinski arhiv Ljubljana / Historical Archives Ljubljana

8:30 
Registracija aktivnih udeležencev  / Registration of Active Participants

Jutranja kava / Morning Coffee

9:00
Panel 2:
Vpliv vojne na družbene ureditve v evropskih državah
The Impact of War on Societal Orders in European Countries

Govorci / Speakers: António Costa Pinto, Ana Stanič, Dejan Jović
Moderator / Moderator: Božo Repe

11:00
Odmor za kavo / Coffee Break

11:30
Panel 3:
Ameriška in mednarodna pomoč po drugi svetovni vojni 
U.S. and International Aid after World War II

Govorci / Speakers: Kornelija Ajlec, Ivan Laković
Moderator / Moderator: Žiga Smolič

13:30
Kosilo / Lunch break

15:00
Panel 4:
Avstrijska Koroška in Slovenci v povojnem obdobju
Austrian Crinthia and the Slovenes in the Postwar Period

Govorci / Speakers: Teodor Domej, Robert Knight, Peter Pirker
Moderator / Moderator: Mitja Žagar

17:30
Večerja / Dinner



PROGRAM

ČETRTEK / THURSDAY, 6. november 2025 
Zgodovinski arhiv Ljubljana / Historical Archives Ljubljana

9:30 
Registracija aktivnih udeležencev  / Registration of Active Participants

Jutranja kava / Morning Coffee

10:00
Panel 5:
Nova evropska in svetovna gospodarska ureditev po drugi svetovni vojni
The New European and Global Economic Order after World War II

Govorci / Speakers: Bogomir Kovač, Aleksander Lorenčič
Moderator / Moderator: Neven Borak

12:00
Odmor za kavo / Coffee Break

12:30
Panel 6:
Poenotenje in modernizacija jugoslovanskih družb 
Unification and Modernization of Yugoslav Societies

Govorci / Speakers: Husnija Kamberović, Tvrtko Jakovina, Ivan Laković
Moderator / Moderator: Bojan Balkovec

14:30
Zaključek festivala Retrofest / Closing of Retrofest Festival
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PANEL 1

HUMANITARNOST PO DRUGI SVETOVNI VOJNI

TOREK/ TUESDAY, 4. november 2025, ob / at 11:00

HUMANITARIANISM AFTER WORLD WAR II

Osemdeset let po koncu druge svetovne vojne ostaja humanitarnost eno ključnih meril
civilizacijskega napredka in moralnega preizkusa človeštva. Mednarodno gibanje
Rdečega križa in Rdečega polmeseca je po vojni igralo ključno vlogo pri obnovi, skrbi za
ranljive skupine in oblikovanju kulture solidarnosti. Rdeči križ Slovenije, del Rdečega
križa Jugoslavije, je svoje humanitarno poslanstvo povezal z ideali socialistične obnove.  
Zagotavljal je osnovno zdravstveno oskrbo, pomagal pri socialni zaščiti in gradil mrežo
prostovoljstva, ki je postala del povojne identitete družbe.
Po razpadu Jugoslavije se je pomen humanitarnosti znova pokazal v vojnah devetdesetih
let, ko so organizacije, kot sta Rdeči križ in Slovenska Karitas, delovale v skladu s
temeljnimi načeli humanosti, nepristranskosti in solidarnosti. Oboroženi spopadi,
begunske krize in pomanjkanje so pokazali, da je pomoč skupnosti ključna za ohranitev
človečnosti tudi v razmerah nasilja.
Humanitarne organizacije so danes postavljene pred nove globalne izzive – podnebne
spremembe, migracije in nove oblike konfliktov. Hkrati se spopadajo z vprašanjem
zaupanja, financiranja in nevtralnosti v vse bolj politiziranem svetu. Kljub temu ostaja
njihova vloga nenadomestljiva: od povojne obnove Evrope do sodobnih kriz predstavljajo
tisto vezivo družbe, ki temelji na solidarnosti, dostojanstvu in univerzalnih vrednotah.
Razmislek o prihodnosti humanitarnosti tako ni le vprašanje organizacij, temveč
vprašanje naše skupne sposobnosti, da v krizah ohranimo človečnost.

Eighty years after the end of the Second World War, humanitarianism remains one of the
key measures of civilizational progress and a moral test for humanity. The International
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement played a crucial role in postwar recovery, in
caring for vulnerable groups, and in fostering a culture of solidarity. The Red Cross of
Slovenia, as part of the Red Cross of Yugoslavia, combined humanitarian principles with
the ideals of socialist reconstruction—providing basic health care, social assistance, and
building a network of volunteers that became an integral part of the postwar social fabric.
Following the breakup of Yugoslavia, the importance of humanitarianism re-emerged
during the wars of the 1990s, when organizations such as the Red Cross and Slovenska
Karitas operated in line with the core principles of humanity, impartiality, and solidarity.
Armed conflicts, refugee crises, and scarcity demonstrated that community-based
assistance is essential to preserving human dignity even amid violence.
Today, humanitarian organizations face new global challenges—climate change,
migration, and new forms of conflict—while also grappling with questions of trust, funding,
and neutrality in an increasingly politicized world. Yet their role remains irreplaceable:
from the postwar reconstruction of Europe to the crises of the present, they continue to
embody the social fabric built on solidarity, dignity, and universal values. Reflecting on
the future of humanitarianism is therefore not only a matter of institutions but of our
shared capacity to preserve humanity in times of crisis.



dr. Bahtije Gerbeshi

dr. Darja Kerec

dr. Christian Promitzer

MODERATORKA

dr. Irena Selišnik

GOVORCI / SPEAKERS



PANEL 2

VPLIV VOJNE NA DRUŽBENE UREDITVE V EVROPSKIH DRŽAVAH

SREDA/ WEDNESDAY, 5. november 2025, ob / at 9:00

THE IMPACT OF WAR ON SOCIETAL ORDERS IN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

Druga svetovna vojna je temeljito preoblikovala politične, pravne in družbene ureditve v
evropskih državah ter močno zaznamovala povojni razvoj celine. Poleg materialnega
razdejanja je prinesla globoke družbene prelomnice, ki so spremenile delovanje državnih
institucij, mednarodne odnose in razumevanje človekovih pravic. Države so morale znova
premisliti o svojih temeljih in oblikovati nov družbeni ter moralni red, utemeljen na idealih
miru, dostojanstva in pravičnosti, pri čemer so bile razlike med njihovimi pristopi in uspehi
velike.
V središču povojnega evropskega reda je stal sistem, oblikovan pod okriljem Združenih
narodov, ki je poskušal zagotoviti trajni mir in preprečiti ponovitev vojne. Ta okvir je bil v
različnih državah preizkušen na zelo različne načine. Portugalska pod režimom Estado
Novo se je znašla v posebnem položaju – kot avtoritarna država, ki je ohranila
nevtralnost in se v hladni vojni znašla med obema blokoma, podobno kot Španija in
Grčija. Jugoslavija pa je po vojni doživela temeljito obnovo in ponovno gradnjo družbe, ki
jo je vojna skoraj razklala, hkrati pa je iskala ravnotežje med ideali socialistične enakosti
in realnostjo medetničnih napetosti.
Obnova Evrope po letu 1945 ni pomenila le gospodarskega in institucionalnega
prestrukturiranja, temveč tudi vzpostavljanje novih mednarodnih mehanizmov – od
človekovih pravic do preprečevanja genocida in oblikovanja organizacij za kolektivno
varnost. Sodobni pogled na te procese odpira vprašanje, v kolikšni meri so povojni ideali
miru, solidarnosti in demokracije še vedno živi ali pa so se prilagodili novim globalnim
razmeram. Zgodovina evropskih povojnih ureditev tako razkriva nenehno prepletanje
kontinuitet in prelomov ter kaže, kako močno zgodovinski spomin še danes vpliva na
razumevanje skupnosti, demokracije in odgovornosti v sodobni Evropi.

The Second World War profoundly reshaped the political, legal, and social structures of
European states and left a lasting mark on the continent’s postwar development. Beyond
the immense material destruction, it brought deep social ruptures that transformed the
functioning of state institutions, international relations, and the understanding of human
rights. Nations were forced to reconsider their foundations and to build new social and
moral orders grounded in the ideals of peace, dignity, and justice—though the paths they
took and the extent of their success varied widely.
At the core of the postwar European order stood the system established under the
auspices of the United Nations, designed to secure lasting peace and prevent another
global conflict. Yet this framework was tested in vastly different ways across Europe.
Portugal under the Estado Novo regime found itself in a unique position—as an
authoritarian state that had remained neutral during the war and was later caught
between the two blocs of the Cold War, much like Spain and Greece. Yugoslavia, on the
other hand, underwent an extensive process of reconstruction and societal renewal after
the war, striving to rebuild a state torn apart by occupation and conflict while balancing
the ideals of socialist equality with the realities of interethnic tensions.
The reconstruction of Europe after 1945 was not only an economic and institutional
endeavor but also an attempt to establish new international mechanisms—from the
protection of human rights to the prevention of genocide and the creation of collective
security organizations. Contemporary perspectives on these developments raise
questions about the endurance of the postwar ideals of peace, solidarity, and democracy
—whether they still resonate today or have been reshaped by a changing global order.
The postwar European experience thus reveals a continuous interplay between continuity
and rupture, illustrating how historical memory continues to shape present-day
understandings of community, democracy, and responsibility.



Ana Stanič dr. António Costa Pinto
dr. Dejan Jović

MODERATOR

dr. Božo Repe

GOVORCI / SPEAKERS



PANEL 3

AMERIŠKA IN MEDNARODNA POMOČ PO DRUGI SVETOVNI VOJNI

SREDA/ WEDNESDAY, 5. november 2025, ob / at 11:30

U.S. AND INTERNATIONAL AIR AFTER WORLD WAR II

Jugoslavija je bila ena največjih prejemnic povojne pomoči, sprva predvsem humanitarne,
ki je izhajala iz delovanja UNRRA in je pomembno prispevala k lajšanju povojne obnove.
V petdesetih letih je sledil premik k pridobivanju strateške pomoči, kar je pomenilo tudi
novo mednarodno umeščanje države: iz izolirane socialistične tvorbe je postopoma
postajala partnerica Zahoda, ki jo je bilo zaradi njenega geostrateškega položaja vredno
ohraniti neodvisno. V tem kontekstu je mogoče razumeti tudi humanitarne pobude tistega
časa kot del širšega okvira mehke diplomacije v obdobju hladne vojne.
Izkušnja, da je bila Jugoslavija sama deležna obsežne mednarodne pomoči, je pozneje
vplivala na oblikovanje njenega zunanjepolitičnega profila. Ko je v šestdesetih letih utrdila
gospodarsko rast in mednarodni položaj, je začela podobne mehanizme uporabljati
navzven – sprva v okviru Združenih narodov, nato v gibanju neuvrščenih in pozneje v
konkretnih akcijah v državah Bližnjega vzhoda in Afrike. Humanitarna pomoč, tehnična
asistenca, štipendiranje kadrov in celo vojaška podpora so postali del jugoslovanske
samopodobe. Podobno kot je bila humanitarna in strateška pomoč del ameriške
samopodobe, se tudi ta danes spreminja, kar simbolno nakazuje ukinitev agencije
USAID.

Yugoslavia was among the largest recipients of postwar aid, at first primarily
humanitarian, provided through the operations of UNRRA, which played a crucial role in
easing postwar reconstruction. In the 1950s, this shifted toward the acquisition of
strategic assistance, marking a new phase in the country’s international positioning: from
an isolated socialist state, it gradually became a partner of the West, valued for its
geostrategic importance and worth keeping independent. In this context, the humanitarian
initiatives of the time can also be understood as part of a broader framework of soft
diplomacy during the Cold War.
The experience of having received substantial international aid later influenced the
shaping of Yugoslavia’s foreign policy profile. As the country consolidated its economic
growth and international standing in the 1960s, it began to apply similar mechanisms
outward—first within the framework of the United Nations, then through the Non-Aligned
Movement, and later in concrete initiatives in the Middle East and Africa. Humanitarian
aid, technical assistance, educational scholarships, and even military support became
part of Yugoslavia’s self-image. Just as humanitarian and strategic aid had been an
integral part of the American self-concept, this notion too has evolved over time,
symbolically reflected in the dissolution of the USAID agency.

dr. Kornelija Ajlec dr. Ivan Laković

MODERATOR

dr. Žiga Smolič

GOVORCI / SPEAKERS



PANEL 4

AVSTRIJSKA KOROŠKA IN SLOVENCI V POVOJNEM OBDOBJU

SREDA/ WEDNESDAY, 5. november 2025, ob / at 15:00

AUSTRIAN CARINTHIA AND THE SLOVENES IN THE POSTWAR PERIOD

Avstrijsko Koroško je v povojnem obdobju zaznamovala kontinuiteta predvojnih in
medvojnih napetosti, ki so izvirale iz plebisticita, neizpolnjenih obljub o varstvu Slovencev
ter politike raznarodovanja med obema vojnama. Po letu 1945 se teh napetosti ni dalo
preprosto odpraviti, saj je denacifikacija v Avstriji in zlasti na Koroškem uspela le delno.
Čeprav je bil protinacistični odpor koroških Slovencev ključen pri mednarodnem priznanju
Avstrije kot žrtve nacizma, ta prispevek dolgo ni bil enakovredno vključen v uradni
spomin, niti v delovanje pomembnih kulturnih ustanov. Obnova avstrijske države in
sklenitev Avstrijske državne pogodbe sta zastavili politični ovir nadaljnega sobivanja, a
določila 7. člena pogodbe o pravicah slovenske (in hrvaške) manjšine niso bila
uresničena v celoti. K položaju slovenske manjšine je pomembno prispeval tudi razvoj
odnosov med Avstrijo in Jugoslavijo, pozneje pa med Avstrijo in samostojno Slovenijo.
Kadar so bili odnosi dobri, je bilo več prostora za dogovarjanje in postopno širitev pravic;
kadar so se zaostrovali, so se hitreje odpirale stare teme, povezane z drugo svetovno
vojno, izselitvami, partizanstvom in žrtveno naracijo Avstrije po Anschlussu. V zadnjih
desetletjih je vendarle opazen napredek: dvojezičnost je bolj prisotna, javni spomin se je
odprl tudi za koroške Slovence, sodne prakse pa so pomembno prisilile politiko k
večjemu spoštovanju manjšinjskih pravic. 

Carinthia in Austria’s postwar period was marked by the continuity of prewar and wartime
tensions stemming from the plebiscite, the unfulfilled promises of protecting the Slovene
population, and the policy of denationalization pursued between the two world wars. After
1945, these tensions could not simply be eliminated, as denazification in Austria—and
particularly in Carinthia—was only partially successful. Although the anti-Nazi resistance
of Carinthian Slovenes played a crucial role in gaining international recognition of Austria
as a victim of Nazism, this contribution was long absent from the official memory and from
the activities of major cultural institutions.
The reconstruction of the Austrian state and the conclusion of the Austrian State Treaty
provided a political framework for renewed coexistence, yet the provisions of Article 7 of
the treaty concerning the rights of the Slovene (and Croatian) minority were not fully
implemented. The situation of the Slovene minority was also shaped by the development
of relations between Austria and Yugoslavia, and later between Austria and independent
Slovenia. When relations were good, there was more room for dialogue and a gradual
expansion of minority rights; when they deteriorated, old issues resurfaced more readily
—those connected with the Second World War, expulsions, the partisan movement, and
Austria’s post-Anschluss victim narrative.
In recent decades, however, noticeable progress has been made: bilingualism has
become more visible, public memory has opened up to include the Carinthian Slovenes,
and court rulings have played a key role in compelling politics toward greater respect for
minority rights.

dr. Teodor Domej
dr. Peter Pirker

dr. Robert Knight

MODERATOR

dr. Mitja Žagar

GOVORCI / SPEAKERS



PANEL 5

NOVA EVROPSKA IN SVETOVNA GOSPODARSKA UREDITEV PO DRUGI
SVETOVNI VOJNI

ČETRTEK/ THURSDAY, 6. november 2025, ob / at 10:00

THE NEW EUROPEAN AND GLOBAL ECONOMIC ORDER AFTER WORLD WAR II

Druga svetovna vojna je pomenila temeljni prelom v svetovni gospodarski zgodovini.
Obnova razrušenih gospodarstev in nevarnost ponovitve kriz so privedle do vzpostavitve
novega globalnega reda, ki so ga ZDA oblikovale po lastni meri. Brettonwoodski sistem z
Mednarodnim denarnim skladom, Svetovno banko in prostotrgovinskim okvirjem je
postavil temelje povojnega kapitalizma, utemeljenega na ameriškem dolarju in globalni
finančni mreži. Ta sistem je prinesel desetletja rasti in socialne države, a tudi preobrazbo
kapitalizma v neoliberalno obliko, ki je po sedemdesetih letih razrahljala ravnotežje med
trgom in družbo.
Evropska integracija se je sprva razvila v okviru ameriškega vpliva, pozneje pa postala
samostojen projekt gospodarske in monetarne konsolidacije. Današnja Evropska unija je
hkrati otrok in kritik Brettonwoodskega sistema – sprejela je njegove tržne mehanizme, a
skuša oblikovati tudi lastne oblike socialne regulacije. Krize zadnjih desetletij so razkrile,
da je svetovni gospodarski red, nekoč trden pod ameriško hegemonijo, postal
večsrediščni in politično razdrobljen.
V tem kontekstu se odpira tudi vprašanje položaja Slovenije. Prehod v devetdesetih letih,
privatizacija in razkroj industrijske baze so del širše zgodbe prehoda iz planskega v
liberalni model. Dediščine povojne gospodarske ureditve – moč dolarja, globalni finančni
tokovi, institucionalni nadzor – ostajajo temelj svetovnega reda, hkrati pa vir njegovih kriz.
Razmislek o prihodnosti tako presega ekonomijo: gre za vprašanje, kdo določa pravila,
komu prinašajo koristi in ali je pravičnejši sistem sploh mogoč.

The Second World War marked a fundamental turning point in global economic history.
The reconstruction of devastated economies and the fear of renewed crises led to the
creation of a new world order largely shaped by the United States. The Bretton Woods
system—with the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and the framework of
free trade—laid the foundations of postwar capitalism, built on the U.S. dollar and a
global financial network. This system brought decades of growth and the welfare state,
but also transformed capitalism into its neoliberal form, which after the 1970s began to
erode the balance between markets and society.
European integration initially developed under the umbrella of American influence, but
gradually became an autonomous project of economic and monetary consolidation.
Today’s European Union is both a child and a critic of the Bretton Woods system—it
adopted its market mechanisms while attempting to create its own forms of social
regulation. The crises of recent decades have revealed that the global economic order,
once stable under American hegemony, has become multipolar and politically
fragmented.
Within this context, the position of Slovenia also comes into focus. The transition of the
1990s, the privatization process, and the collapse of industrial structures were part of a
broader shift from a planned to a liberal economic model. The legacies of the postwar
economic order—the dominance of the dollar, global financial flows, and institutional
control—remain the backbone of the world economy, yet also a source of its recurring
crises. Rethinking the future of this order therefore goes beyond economics: it is a
question of who sets the rules, who benefits from them, and whether a fairer global
system is still possible.
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POENOTENJE IN MODERNIZACIJA JUGOSLOVANSKIH DRUŽB
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Jugoslavijo so po drugi svetovni vojni zaznamovala obsežna prizadevanja za
modernizacijo in poenotenje družbenega prostora, ki je združeval regije z zelo različnimi
stopnjami gospodarskega, kulturnega in socialnega razvoja. Nova oblast je skušala z
reformami na področjih izobraževanja, zdravstva in gospodarstva ustvariti bolj enotno in
napredno družbo, v kateri bi se zmanjšale razlike med posameznimi republikami in
regijami. Povojna industrializacija, obsežne infrastrukturne naložbe in načrtno razvijanje
šolskega sistema so postali temelj modernizacijskega procesa, ki je v nekaj desetletjih
močno spremenil podobo jugoslovanske družbe.
Velik del napora je bil usmerjen v opismenjevanje prebivalstva, dostopnost zdravstvene
oskrbe in vključevanje žensk v delovno in javno življenje. Takšne spremembe so
postopoma preoblikovale tradicionalne družbene vzorce in odprle pot novim oblikam
družbene mobilnosti. Ob tem pa modernizacija ni potekala enakomerno: med mestom in
podeželjem ter med posameznimi republikami so razlike vztrajale, kar je pogosto
razkrivala tudi primerjava življenjskega standarda in dostopa do izobraževanja.
Poenotenje družbe je spremljalo iskanje skupne jugoslovanske identitete, ki bi presegla
nacionalne, verske in regionalne meje. V tem procesu so imeli pomembno vlogo skupne
institucije, vojska, mladinske organizacije ter kulturne in izobraževalne politike, ki so
spodbujale občutek pripadnosti širši skupnosti. Hkrati so vplivi iz tujine – predvsem iz
zahodne Evrope in ZDA – skozi popularno kulturo, modo in potrošniške vzorce
postopoma preoblikovali vsakdanje življenje in vrednostne predstave.
Povojna Jugoslavija je tako postala prostor dinamičnih družbenih sprememb, kjer sta se
industrializacija in modernizacija prepletali z idejo enakosti in solidarnosti. Kljub notranjim
razlikam in napetostim je projekt modernizacije ustvaril občutek napredka in skupnega
razvoja, ki je vsaj za čas ene generacije dal Jugoslaviji značaj družbe, zazrte v
prihodnost.

INTEGRATION AND MODERNIZATION OF YUGOSLAV SOCIETIES

Post–World War II Yugoslavia was marked by extensive efforts toward modernization and
the unification of a socially and economically diverse space that had brought together
regions with vastly different levels of development. The new government sought, through
reforms in education, healthcare, and the economy, to build a more cohesive and
progressive society that would reduce disparities between the republics and regions.
Postwar industrialization, large-scale infrastructure investments, and the planned
expansion of the school system became the foundation of a modernization process that,
within a few decades, profoundly transformed Yugoslav society.
Much of this effort was directed toward literacy campaigns, improved access to
healthcare, and the inclusion of women in the workforce and public life. These changes
gradually reshaped traditional social patterns and opened new paths of social mobility.
Yet modernization did not proceed evenly: differences between urban and rural areas,
and between the individual republics, persisted, often visible in varying standards of living
and levels of education.
The drive for social unification was accompanied by the search for a shared Yugoslav
identity that could transcend national, religious, and regional boundaries. Common
institutions, the army, youth organizations, and educational and cultural policies all played
a role in fostering a sense of belonging to a broader community. At the same time, foreign
influences—especially from Western Europe and the United States—introduced through
popular culture, fashion, and consumer habits gradually transformed everyday life and
value systems.
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Postwar Yugoslavia thus became a space of dynamic social change, where
industrialization and modernization intertwined with the ideals of equality and solidarity.
Despite internal differences and tensions, the modernization project created a sense of
collective progress and development that, for at least one generation, gave Yugoslavia
the character of a society oriented toward the future.






